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of diplomacy. " Do you want to be Duchess of Parma?" was said to her; "abandon your husband forever; swear never to write him a single line. Do you want to be Duchess of Parma? Renounce your son also; you cannot enter your new dominions with this child. Leave him at Vienna. You may come to see him from time to time; but Parma is as much interdicted to him as France. You may be Duchess of Parma, Piacenza, and Guastalla, but only on one condition: your son shall not be your heir, but simply and absolutely an Austrian subject, or better, a prisoner."
However,  the fStes   continued.     The  sovereigns cloaked their dissensions under a pretence of amusement.    Lent put a stop to the balls, but  all other dissipations went on as usual.    On March 3, 1815, Talleyrand wrote to Louis XVIII.: "In the embarrassment of not knowing how to pass the time when dancing is given up, all sorts of games and amusements are resorted to.    Among the most fashionable are lotteries, to which each person invited contributes a prize, so that there are no blanks, and every one wins.    Day before yesterday Princess Marie Ester-hazy gave a lottery of this description, and by an excess of civility which has been severely criticised, she undertook to arrange matters so that the four chief prizes should fall to women particularly distinguished by the Czar and the King of Prussia, both of whom were present.    The scheme was frustrated by young Metternich, who approached the basket when